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ABSTRACT     Tetsuo SASAKI,   “The Metaphor of Death in Psalms 
18:5~6”.   The emendation of twEmf-yl'b;xe to twEmf-yr"b@;#$;mi in v. 5 (Kraus, 
Dahood) is unnecessary, because the metaphorical expression of death, 
twEmf-yl'b;xe, does not refer to the deadly  ropes entangling the poet but to the 
territory of the dead separated from this world by lbx, the measuring 
rope. This interpretation of twEmf-yl'b;xe harmonizes with the other 
metaphorical expression of death in v.5, l(ay,alib; yl'xjnA (the torrents of wadi), 
which implies a winding flow, like a line of rope. Furthermore, the 
metaphor of death in v. 5 appears again in v. 6 with the mirror image 
structure A (twEmf-yl'b;xe ynIw%ppf)j), B (ynIw%t(jbay: l(ay, alib; yl'xjnA) // B 
(ynIw%bbfs; lwO)#$; yl'b;xe), A (twEmf y#$'q;wOm ynIw%md@:qi), in order to impress on 
the readers’ consciousness the fatal danger surrounding the poet.


